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Kiwifruit Winter Pruning –

Day 4 of 5
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Aim of the day

- To understand the role of pruning for 
removing pests and diseases

- Understand the importance of biosecurity 
protocols used on kiwifruit orchards 
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Topics

▪ Aim of the day

▪ Kiwifruit pests and diseases relevant at Winter Pruning

▪ Biosecurity
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Aims of Pruning

▪ Renewal of fruiting wood

▪ Prevention of shading and overcrowding

▪ Removal of diseased and broken wood

▪ Maintenance of vine form and size

▪ Maintenance of plant health
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Relevant Pests and Diseases 

Pests

▪ Armoured Scale 

▪ Passion Vine Hopper

▪ Cicada

▪ ????

Diseases

▪ Psa-V (Pseudomonas 
syringae pv actinidiae)

▪ ???? 
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Armoured Scale

▪ Sap sucking insect, but more significant as a quarantine pest 
affecting market access (e.g.China) if found on fruit 

▪ Hide in the nooks and crannies of the leader

▪ Remove heavy gnarled wood and crowns on the leader in winter

Source: Zespri Canopy
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Armoured Scale
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Scale insects
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Cicada

▪ Adults lay eggs in canes causing 
weak points

▪ Remove damaged canes if at all 
possible

Source: Zespri Canopy
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Cicada

• Cicada excreta (spit) on 
fruit causes sooty mould = 
fruit rejects.

• Large cicada populations 
are a nuisance in the 
orchard in Summer.
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Passion Vine Hopper (PVH)

▪ Adults lay eggs in 
fruiting canes

▪ Remove damaged 
canes if possible
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Passion Vine Hopper (PVH)

▪ PVH excreta (spit) on fruit 
causes sooty mould = fruit 
rejects (Larger problem 
than cicada).

▪ PVH often migrate from 
surrounding host plants 
e.g. Shelter.
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Psa-V

• A serious bacterial vine 
disease, no risk to 
humans, other animals or 
plants other than kiwifruit
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Psa-V Signs

▪ Look out for: cane die-
back, red/orange exudate 
or cankers – report to 
your supervisor
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Psa-V Control

▪ Remove infected material where possible, and  
dispose of carefully (e.g. bury or burn)

▪ Treat open wounds and sanitise tools

▪ Check with your supervisor if you are cutting 
into the leader or the trunk
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Biosecurity

What is meant by 

biosecurity?
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Biosecurity 

“procedures or measures designed to 
protect the population against harmful 
biological or biochemical substances”

https://www.facebook.com/KiwifruitVineHealth/videos/1335136593313798

https://www.facebook.com/KiwifruitVineHealth/videos/1335136593313798
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Biosecurity

▪ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIilCmj12Jc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIilCmj12Jc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIilCmj12Jc
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Biosecurity

▪ Kiwifruit diseases can be spread by 
workers on the orchard 

▪ Some of these diseases kill vines

▪ Follow instructions from your supervisor 
regarding tool hygiene, pruning paints 
and working in wet conditions
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Kiwifruit’s Most Unwanted
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What can you do?

▪ Ensure you don’t spread any pest or disease

▪ Clean tools, clothes and footwear 

between orchards

▪ Clean tools between vines

▪ Apply pruning protectants

▪ Observe – look out for anything 

unusual and report it to your supervisor
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Tool Hygiene

https://www.facebook.com/2222119964471166/videos/505845833
406808

https://www.facebook.com/2222119964471166/videos/505845833406808
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On Orchard

▪ Health and Safety Briefing/Pruning 
Specifications

▪ Opportunity to view Psa cankers in the orchard 
and discuss strategy for managing them


