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Soft young leaf dfid flower buds on kiwifruit
vines are an attrdetive food source for some
bird species in the spring. Growers use a range
of methods to minimize damage, and in the
Whakatdne District, some growers use audible
bird scaring devices - primarily gas guns.
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NZKGI have questions or concerns.
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https://www.nzkgi.org.nz/environmental-and-policy-bird-scaring/

Why are bird scaring devices needed?

Kiwifruit orchards attract a diverse range of

birds. Some birds, including tiu/sparrow (Passer
domesticus), pahirini/chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs),
tauhou/silvereye (Zosterops lateralis) and Manu
pango/blackbirds (Turdus merula), can quickly
destroy buds, causing extensive damage that can
reduce yields and revenue for the local economy.
While there is variation from orchard to orchard,
birds have the potential to destroy entire crops

if not managed. Red and gold kiwifruit varieties
are particularly susceptible to bird damage.

Birds are very clever and will quickly become
desensitised to any one form of control, so
effective management requires constantly
adapted, integrated techniques. Bird scaring
options include audible bird scaring devices,
reflective tape, kites, balloons, intensive sward
planting, laser bird scarers and agrichemical
bird repellents such as Flock Off.

The repellents used make the
buds unattractive to birds without
affecting their health. Zespri’s
Crop Protection Standard states
that the use of bird poisoning
compounds is unacceptable as a
strategy for bird management.

While some growers are able to achieve an
acceptable level of control without using audible
bird scaring devices, some growers need to

use them, particularly where the adjacent

land use promotes the congregation of birds.
Disruption of these birds, e.g. harvesting

of a maize crop, sees these birds typically
searching for an alternative source of food.

When, and for how long do the
devices need to be used for?

Some kiwifruit orchards (particularly red and
sometimes gold) are enclosed by artificial netting
which reduces the impact of birds. Red and

gold kiwifruit orchards that are not completely
enclosed by netting are the most susceptible.

Bird damage occurs in the spring with soft
young leaf and flower buds being most
affected. Budbreak in red kiwifruit occurs
earlier in the season than gold. While the
timing can differ season by season, budbreak
in the red variety generally takes place mid to
late August, with budbreak in the gold variety
commencing around two weeks later.

Where they are used, bird scaring devices
are generally.needed on orchards for a
duration of approximately four weeks.

What are the rules for the
use of gas guns?

Provided that growers can comply with
the conditions of the permitted activity
rule in the Whakatdne District Plan',

Nno resource consent is required.

These conditions are summarised below:

Condition Requirement

Legible A legible notice must be fixed

notice to the road frontage of the
property on which the device
is being used, giving the name,
address and contact telephone
number of the person
responsible for the device(s).

Hours of Audible bird scaring devices

operation can only be operated from
half an hour before sunrise
to half an hour after sunset.

Number The number of shots from

of events devices that generate discrete
sound events (gas guns)
shall not exceed 3 events
within a 1 minute period and
shall be limited to a total of
12 individual shots per hour.

Noise The noise level of shots from

level devices that generate discrete
sound events (gas guns) shall
not exceed 100 dB Lzpeak?.

'Noise-R18 contains the relevant rules for Audible Bird Scaring Devices and Noise-R1.1
specifies which New Zealand Standards apply and measurement positions.

2The maximum noise levels are intended to protect the amenity of
nearby residents, so they are measured not at the device but at the
measurement locations specified in the permitted activity rule.

What to do if you have
questions or concerns.

People with concerns should contact the
operator of the device in the first instance.
Contact details can either be found on this form,
or on the legible notice at the road frontage of
the orchard where the device is being used.

The kiwifruit industry voluntarily operates a
hotline to provide information and receive
feedback on kiwifruit growing operations on
various matters such as agrichemical spraying,
noise (bird scarers and frost fans) and labour
compliance. All calls are received by NZKGl,
and Zespri investigates the complaints and
determines the appropriate course of action.

Call: 0800 232 505
Email: info@nzkgi.org.nz

Another option is to phone Whakatane
District Council. NZKGI/Zespri and the
council will share the information, unless
there has been a specific request as to
confidentiality, and will respond accordingly.




